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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE FORDS UNLIMITED CAR CLUB 

 COVID has struck again and another ma-
jor event has been effected.  
 For the past two years we have all been 
dealing with the medical science presented to us 
about the COVID virus, its variants and the rec-
ommended processes to stay healthy. This latest 
spike in cases and hospitalizations brought on by 
the Omicron variant comes at a time that should 
be for celebration of Fords Unlimited’s 2021 an-
nual individual and club achievements.  
 The Board of Directors, in an atmosphere 
of caution as well as a strong sense of concern 
for the health and welfare of all our members, 
has decided to postpone the 2022 Fords Unlim-
ited Car Club Banquet. Based upon availability 
the new date for our banquet will be March 26, 
2022 with the location and time remaining the 
same.  
 If there is any good news from this, mem-
bers who had cancelled and those who had not 
signed up before, now have another chance. As 
it was in January, you must be signed up and 
paid in advance to participate. Since we pay for 
the number of people who we say will be there, it 
is important that we are not spending excess 
funds for people who don’t show up. 
 However, we will continue with our up-
coming club events with the February 12th Avia-
tion tour, the March 12th Alloy Wheel tour, and 
now we have added another event in March. We 
will be heading north on March 19th for the Cor-
vair Museum tour. The information on these 

tours are posted on 
page 4 of this news-
letter. 
 Likewise, the membership meeting sched-
ule for February 9th, 2022 has been canceled for 
the same reasons. As we have been doing over 
the past two years, we are still flying by the seat 
of our pants. As of now, we plan to start the 
membership meetings in March, but that is sub-
ject to change. Thankfully, as of press time, the 
COVID numbers are trending down. 
  The Board will continue to monitor 
the COVID situation, its impact on the member-
ship locally and issue updates as necessary. The 
board will continue to meet and work on our car 
show will go on as we normally do. 
 Sadly, the past two years have been filled 
with many gut wrenching decisions for our board 
of directors. From cancelling the 2020 car show, 
cancelling the 2021 awards banquet, moving the 
2021 car to September, finding a new date for 
our 2022 car show, and now, the rescheduling 
our 2022 awards banquet. Better times will 
come. 
 Thank you for your understanding of why 
this action was required. Please stay safe and 
healthy. 
 

 
Special thanks to John Walling and Dan Kelly 

who helped in writing this article. 
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Although the past couple of years have proved uncertain, we have listed events that 
we have planned so for this year. As always, every event is subject to change. More 
events will be added as the year progresses. These are club events for points. 

FEBRUARY JULY 

12th Aviation Tour 13th Membership meeting 

No membership meeting 23rd Club cruise 

MARCH AUGUST 

9th Membership meeting 6th Pre-show BBQ      7th Our car show 

12th Alloy Wheel Tour 10th Membership meeting 

APRIL 25th Club cruise 

13th Membership meeting SEPTEMBER 

MAY 14th Membership meeting 

7th Valley of Flowers show 25th Club Cruise 

11th Membership meeting OCTOBER 

15th Club cruise 1st Immaculate Conc. show 

22nd Guide Dog Show 12th Membership meeting 

JUNE NOVERBER 

8th Membership meeting TBD Toys for Tots shopping 

12th Club cruise 9th Membership meeting 

26th Emily Charity car show DECEMBER 

 14th Membership meeting 
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DDDD    
ennis and Debbie McBee have a 
new addition to their stable of 
fine cars. Dennis sent this infor-

mation. 
 “We bought  it in Baxley, Georgia 
last Saturday. The car has 662hp and it 
can spin a tire quite easily.  I found that 
out on my test drive by accident.  
 The computer says I’m getting 
20.6 mpg on the trip home.  We have 
driven over 700 miles so far and we have 
another 300 to go before we get home”. 

WWWW    
ith 2021 behind us, we’re off and run-
ning in 2022, thankfully! With that said, 
we can now look back and see what 

went right last year along with what didn’t. And 
while we want to be optimistic with Camaro 
sales, 2021 was not kind to Chevrolet’s pony 
car. In fact, according to carfigures.com, the 
American-made sports car had its worst year to 
date ever.   
 There’s no doubt that 2020 was a lousy 
year as only 29,775 Camaros were sold in the 
US. And while we all had hopes of better sales in 
2021, with the pandemic affecting so many, 
semiconductor chip shortage, and failing work-
force, things didn’t improve for the modern mus-
cle car. Last year only 21,893 units were sold in 
the US, the lowest in Camaro history.   
 While you might think that the Ford Mus-

tang and Dodge Challenger would also be down 
in sales from 2020-21, these numbers were in 
stark contrast to the Camaro’s. In 2020 Ford sold 
61,090 Mustangs in the US. In 2021 the com-
pany moved 52,414. Dodge pushed 52,955 
Challengers out in 2020 and then added to that 
number in 2021 by selling 54,314. This is cer-
tainly not a good look for GM as the Camaro 
continues to lose its appeal to buyers across the 
US.  
 So what’s next for the Camaro? Unfortu-
nately, your guess is as good as ours. And we’ve 
heard all of the rumors of GM pulling the plug, 
making an electric debut, and becoming a cross-
over utility vehicle (CUV). And in our opinion, 
none of these are good options. So all we can do 
now is wait and see what the manufacturer de-
cides to do.  

Edited from 

Street Muscle 
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Sunday, August 7th 2022 
Held at J.S. McDonnell Park 

Registration: $20 per vehicle. Swap Space: $10 

Dash Plaques: Available for the first 200 show vehicles.  

Grand Attendance Prize:  $100 cash.  

Must be present to win.   

SSSS    
ince we were unsure of the COVID status, 
our February membership meeting has 
been cancelled. We hope to start again in 

March if possible. 
February 12th. For the 
aviation tour, we will meet at 
the Hollywood Casino park-
ing lot near the entrance to 
allow access to restroom 
facilities. Departure will be 
at 10 am for a 7 minute trip down Highway 141 
to the Army Aviation Heritage Foundation lo-
cated in the Creve Coeur airport. Lunch will fol-
low at the Sports Café.  
March 12th. For the Alloy Wheel Repair tour, 
we will meet at a parking lot off West Terra 
Lane. Take Hwy 70 west and get off at Exit 214 
(Lake St. Louis). Make a right onto Lake St. 

Louis Drive, then make a right 
onto West Terra Lane and then 
a left into the parking lot. We 
will meet at 10:45 am and leave 
promptly at 11:00 am for Alloy 
Wheel Repair which is 7 min-
utes away from the parking 
lot. Lunch will follow at the meeting location at 
the El Mezon Mexican Restaurant. 
March 19th. For the Corvair 
Museum tour,  we will be de-
parting the Highway 270/
Riverview BP (or perhaps the 
new Mobil Station ?) at 10am 
and (via north I-55) arriving  in 
Glenarm 11:30-45. Guided tour 12:00-1:30pm 
and an optional lunch (via south I-55) at Nancy's 
Pizza in Litchfield. Due to the distance, this is not 
a points event. Although not Ford related, it is an 
interesting part of automotive history. 



Page 5 February 2022 
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IIII    
f there is one 
automobile that 
could be hailed as 

the most famous kus-
tom car of all time, 
you’re looking at it 
folks.  The last time 
this car changed 
ownership was dec-
ades ago when a 
young Jim McNiel 
found it on a South-
ern California used car lot.  Jim paid a measly 
$500 in 1959 and after getting the sled roadwor-
thy, it became the car he drove in his high school 
years.  
 Years earlier, Bob Hirohata from Los An-
geles California, had seen the Barris Brothers 
work on other cars and asked if they could dupli-
cate the modifications to his 1951 Mercury 
Coupe. George and Sam Barris along with Frank 
Sonzogni, got to work and chopped the top four 
inches at the front, seven inches at the rear and 
leaned back the windshield.  
 They nixed the B-pillars and smoothed 
the famous Merc door dip to match the chrome 
side spear from a 1952 Buick. They frenched the 
headlights and extended the front and rear fend-
ers as well. To top it all off, George Barris shot 
the thing in a minty green/dark green two-tone 
combo that has become a signature element of 
the car. The interior is a green and white concoc-
tion with pinstriping done by none other than Von 
Dutch.  
 Most kustoms back in the day were con-
sidered “low and slow,” and Bob wanted to dis-
pel that so he installed a 331 cubic inch Cadillac 
V-8 and drove it all the way from California to the 
Indianapolis 500 in 1953. The car was also in a 
movie with Mamie Van Doren titled “Running 
Wild.” After winning a bunch of trophies and gar-

nering the cover of many car mags, Hirohota 
sold the car. 
 After Jim McNiel bought it, he drove it for 
around five years and then steered it into his ga-
rage, covered it up, and there it sat for over 25 
years.  In 1996, McNiel had the car restored and 
the world was reintroduced to this famous Merc 
once again. In 2015 the car won first in class at 
Pebble Beach. 
 Sadly, McNeil died in May 2018, and 
while his family has made other attempts to sell 
the car, they have since listed the Hirohata Mer-
cury with Mecum in Kissimmee, Florida on Janu-
ary 6-15, 2022. While no pre-auction value esti-
mate exists for the car, folks-in-the-know expect 
it to sell for more than $1 million. A comparably 
important kustom from the same era, the Golden 
Sahara, crossed the block and sold for $350,000 
at Mecum’s 2018 Indianapolis auction.  
  (Editor’s note: The car actually sold for 
almost double of the estimated value as it sold 
for $1,950,000). 

Reprinted from Street Muscle  

Editor’s note: This article is more of interest to some of our “gray beards” but is a piece of automotive 

history. Personally, I was never a fan of lead sleds but this one goes back to our automotive roots. 
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February 
2022 

Our monthly membership meetings 
are held at the JJ’s of St. Charles, 
located at 1215 S. Duchesne, St. 
Charles, Missouri. Their phone 
number is 636-946-3500. 
Meetings start at 7 pm. Please call JJ’s to 
check on weather related meeting cancela-
tions. Come early if you plan to eat. 

For Sale. 1988 Mustang LX, 5.0, five speed convertible that I 
ordered and purchased new.  It has 94,XXX miles and has 
never been in an accident.  No rust.  It has a brand new top with 
the original glass window.  I have all of the original paperwork, 
window sticker and all of the maintenance records. Clyde John-
son (636) 244-0316 or geepa4two@gmail.com  
For Sale. 1993 Ford Tempo 
GL 2 door sedan, one owner 
vehicle. This car is a rare find, 
always garaged and never 
driven in inclement 
weather.  It has slightly un-
der 18,000 actual miles and 
was regularly serviced. The 
car is in Lafayette, Indiana.  Owners manual and actual window 
sticker included with the car. Asking $3,600 but will consider 
reasonable offers. email Tom at ejsteiner75@gmail.com 
For Sale. 2013 Boss 302. 
One of only 4000 made for 
2012 and 2013. It is a 440 HP 
5.0 liter V-8 with a 6 speed 
manual transmission with only 
45,095 miles and asking price 
is $39,950. This car was 
owned by a Fords Unlimited 
car club member who took it to a lot of shows and always 
brought home trophies. Call Kevin Hall at 314-276-8255. 
 
 
 
For Sale. Raxiom Dual Halo Projection Headlights.  Fits '99-'04 
V6 & GT Mustangs.  Like new.  $125  636-352-9188  Jim Good-
rich. 
For Sale. 1966 OEM Mustang hubcaps with center 
cap in great condition. $100 or best offer. Contact 
Marie at 314-892-2153.  

 

FUCC Club Cruises for Points 
Cruises are held from 4 pm until 7 pm. 

May 15th. JJ’s of St. Charles. 
June 12th. Weber's Front Row 
July 23rd. Bandana’s-Manchester. 
August 25th. Maggie O’Brien’s-Sunset Hills. 
September 25th. JJ’s of O’Fallon. 

Some of these shows could be canceled. 
Please check before you attend any car show 

or cruise.  
Some of the shows listed below only show the 

dates. We will add details as available.  

Car Cruises 
Caffeine and Chrome. Held at Gateway Classic Cars located at 
1237 Central Park Drive in O’Fallon, Illinois. Held 2/26, 3/26, 
4/30, 5/28, 6/25, 7/30, 8/27, 9/24, 0/29 (trunk or treat), 12/3. 

Car Shows and Swap Meets 
February 12th. Tour of the Army Aviation Heritage and Flying 
Museum in Maryland Heights. Details to follow. Club event. 
February 13th. Automotive Swap Meet at Belle-Clair County 
Fairgrounds, 200 South Belt Ease, Belleville, Illinois. Held from 
6am until 1:30pm. 
March 12th. Tour of Ally Wheel Specialist in O’Fallon, Missouri. 
We will follow with a lunch. Details to follow. Club event. 
April 17th. The St. Louis Street Rod Association will host the 
Easter Show at the Family Arena in St. Charles. 
May 5th-8th. Magic Dragon Street Meet. Held at the Bagnell 
Dam Strip. Info and registration 573-964-1008. 
May 7th. Valley of Flowers car show. we will meet at Crest Bowl 
located at Florissant Road and St. Francis at 8 am. There’s a 
great donut shop just south of that location if you are hungry, 
come early. Club event. 
May 7th. Loafers car show. Hannibal, Missouri. 
May 22nd. Guide Dog Show Meet at strip mall @ Lindberg and 
Utz @ 8:15am-leaving at 8:30 am. Club event.  
June 3rd-5th. Pharaohs Nationals car show, Springfield, Mis-
souri.  
June 26th. Dallas Emily Charity car show presented by The Give 
Pack to be held in Columbia, Illinois. Meet at Des Peres Hospital 
Parking Lot at 8:15 am. Club event. 
July 16th. SIMA all Ford show held at Roberts Ford located at 
4350 North Alby Street, Alton, Illinois. 
August 7th. Fords Unlimited’s 35th annual all Ford car show to 
be held at McDonnell Park. This is a date change. More informa-
tion when available. Club event. 
August 12th-14th. Route 66 car show & festival. Springfield Illi-
nois. 
August 13th. I-70 Show Down car show, Columbia, Missouri. 
August 14th. Festival of Wheels, Navoo, Illinois. 
September 5th. Cobblestone Nationals held at Fast Lane Classic 
Cars located at 427 Little Hills Blvd. in St. Charles.  
August 21st. Maeystown car show, Maeystown, Illinois. 
September 10th. Kicks on Route 66 to be held in Edwardsville, 
Illinois. Info jkennedy.design@gmail.com 
September 17th. Children's Charity car show. Herren, Illinois. 
September 24th-25th. Annual Fly In & Car Show held at the St. 
Louis Regional Airport. 8 Terminal Drive, East Alton, Illinois.  
October 1st. Immaculate Conception Church car show held in 
Columbia Illinois. Meet at Des Peres Hospital Parking Lot at 8:15 
am. Club event. 



 
  

 
 

 

 

The Akers Agency   est. 2011The Akers Agency   est. 2011The Akers Agency   est. 2011The Akers Agency   est. 2011    
636636636636----487487487487----0525052505250525    
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