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s you know, our annual Awards Banquet
was postponed due to COVID. Things like
this are becoming a way of life.
The rescheduled celebration of our
successful 2021 year and the kickoff of
the new year for our club will be held on
Saturday, March 26th at the Syberg's located on Dorsett, just east of Hwy. 270.
This is the same location as in past
years. That evening we will award the
winners of our Points Race and introduce
your new board of directors for 2022.
For those of you who had canceled or
had never signed up, you now have a second chance.
The menu will be similar to previous
years which will include tossed salad, fried
chicken, roast beef, mashed potatoes,
vegetables, bread, butter and dessert. We will
also supply a cake. Tea and coffee will be
served and there will be a cash bar available.

The club’s total cost is over $30 per adult
including attendance prizes, appetizers, cake
and so on but we will pick up most of the cost of
the evening. The charge for members is $12
and $15 for adult non-members. Kids 4 years
to 15 years will cost $5. Kids 3 years old and
under are free. Doors will open at 6 pm for
happy hour and dinner will be served after
7 pm.
We will need a confirmed head
count by March 21st. A confirmation will
be in a form of a check for the cost of your
party. You must be paid in advance to attend.
Please sign up at the March meeting or
contact Syl Biermann at 636-579-7350 if you
plan to attend (Note: this is an updated
phone number). If you cannot attend the
March membership meeting, please mail
your payment to Fords Unlimited Car Club, PO
Box 1282, O’Fallon, Missouri, 63366. .

March 9th. We will be back to our normal membership meetings at JJ’s. 7pm.
March 12th. For the Alloy Wheel
Repair tour, we will meet at a parking
lot off West Terra Lane. Take Hwy 70
west and get off at Exit 214 (Lake St.
Louis). Make a right onto Lake St.
Louis Drive, then make a right onto West Terra
Lane and then a left into the parking lot. We will
meet at 10:45 am and leave promptly at 11:00
am for Alloy Wheel Repair which is 7 minutes
away from the parking lot. Lunch will follow at the
meeting location at the El Mezon Mexican Restaurant.
March 19th. For the Corvair Museum tour, we
will be departing the Highway 270/Riverview BP
at 10am and (via north I-55) arriving in Glenarm

11:30-45. Guided tour 12:00-1:30pm and an optional lunch (via south I-55) at Nancy's Pizza in
Litchfield. Due to the distance, this is not a points
event.
April 16th. Our celebration of the Mustang’s
birthday. Details will be posted in next month
newsletter.
April 23rd. Our
club will be touring
the St. Louis Car
Museum and Sales.
We will meet at
Visitation Academy
off Ballas Rd and Hwy 40 at 10:45 am and leave
promptly at 11:00 am for the St. Louis Car Museum. It should take about 15 to 20 minutes to
get there. Lunch details are in the works and that
information will be posted in next month’s newsletter.
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n a cold winter
morning
with
snow
flakes
blowing in the wind, our
club toured the Army
Av i at i on
Heri t age
Foundation. Not being
sure of what to expect on
that cold winter day, we were please to
have 29 of our members and family in attendance.
The Army Aviation Heritage Foundation
tells the U.S. Army Aviation Story by hosting and participating in Aircraft and Museum Tours, School Programs,
Air Shows and other public events across the country.
AAHF acquires, restores and maintains historic vintage
flying aircraft representing Army Aviation during Vietnam
and the Cold War. Honoring the men and women who
have served in the U.S. Military and Army Aviation, our
"Sky Soldiers" along with dedicated volunteers conduct
patriotic flying presentations, public helicopter rides, educational presentations and more.
The ships that we viewed were a Cobra gun ship,
AH1G, (Attack helicopters) a Huey “slick” which was a
transport vehicle, UH-1D, (utility helicopter) and a Ranger,
OH-58 (observation helicopter) which only held 4 people
so it didn’t haul much just went out on scout missions. All
were made by Bell Helicopter and powered by jet turbines.
The Hueys and Cobra had about 1400 SHP.
The folks who dedicate their time to restoring
these old war birds are all volunteers. Their organization
depends on donations to keep them going. Besides donations from our members, we donated $50 from the club
treasury to support their cause.
Of course our day would not be complete without
lunch to follow. Many of our members were able to head to
the Dorsett Syberg’s for a late lunch and conversation.
Special thanks to Dan Kelly for setting up this first event of
this year. Dan spent his tour in Vietnam and sent his story.
“My knowledge of these aircraft is primarily due to
spending two and a half years working on and flying in
during my three year enlistment in the Army. In 1967 I was
about to be drafted which was about a 90% chance of
ending up in the infantry. Like most of our generation I felt
it was my turn to serve our country as our fathers did so I

accepted that but felt there might be a better
way than being a “grunt”. The Army would
guarantee schooling if you qualified so after
taking the test my mechanical aptitude must
have show thru and they offered to train me
to be a helicopter crew chief/mechanic.
That sounded interesting but I guess I
really didn’t think it thru as to where all the
helicopters where! So after two months of
basic training and four months of school
the Army gave me a diploma, a set of
wings and
a trip halfway around the world. Along
with a bunch of other 18 and 19 year old kids we were taking these ships apart and putting them back together again
pretty much like we were doing to our cars six months earlier. Of course the biggest difference was when we were
working on our cars it wasn’t in a hostile environment full
of people trying to kill you. Vietnam was considered a
combat zone for which we earned and extra $65 dollars a
month, did not have to pay income tax and had free mail
home. The tour of duty was one year which was the main
thing that kept you going. At the end of every day you
were one day closer to getting home or as it was known
“The World’. And it was “The Freedom Bird” that took you
there. When you were new “In County” you were an “FNG”
or “funny” new guy. If you made it down to 100 days the
next day you were a “Two Digit Midget” If you made it to
30 days left you became a “Short Timer” and became very
anxiety ridden and rightfully so as 996 men died on their
last day in country. (1447 died on their first day in county.)
My tour of duty was May 10th 1968 until May 11th 1969
and I have had people ask how I remember that from over
50 year ago. I guess some things get burning into your
memory and don’t get lost.
However, after making it back to “the world’ we
quickly discovered it was a different place than when we
left. We never expected or wanted a parade as we felt we
had just done our job but we never expected to be looked
down upon either. Vietnam vets quickly learned not to talk
about it because not only did people not want to hear
about it but you got that look of “you are one of them”. Fortunately when our military people came back from Iraq,
Iran or Afghanistan they didn’t get the same treatment but
were thanked for serving this country. Perhaps people
learned it is ok to hate the war but don’t hate the warrior!”

Continued on the next page
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ne of the most difficult jobs in our car
club is the task of being the car show
chairman. It seems like whatever you do,
someone is unhappy. This year, that job will be
split among members of the board of
directors.
Over the past several shows,
reality has set in. Those shows cost
around $9,000 each. Last year our
show only drew 220 entrees. A
good number for an all Ford show,
but far short from our average. The
financial effect from that show was
evident. We had lost $3,000 in major
sponsorship, we had lost about 40-50
cars in attendance, and had 19 unsold individual classes. That’s almost $5,000 in
lost revenue. It doesn’t take much to
figure out that this will not work in the
long run.
This year, we are looking for ways
to cut our expenses down. Although several things are on the table, the one thing
that is going to change is the number of classes.
In 2021, our show had 220 entries with 156 class
trophies, not counting the best of show trophies.
It’s getting to the point that trophies at our show
are almost like participation trophies as 71% of

the entries took home a trophy in 2021.
Our goal is to cut ten classes from this
year’s show. This will be difficult and will make
some people unhappy but must be done.
What is really needed is increased sponsorship. Another major sponsor would be great,
but even selling out our individual classes
would help a lot.
Another major problem is getting
our own members involved in the show.
Most of our members did not enter a car
in the show and getting volunteers to
help with the show gets harder each
year. As it is, many of the local shows
have disappeared, Some do to COVID
and others do to burnout. If we don’t see
more member participation, we may not
be too far behind. It is time for our members to step up and get more involved in making our car show a
success.
We will have car show sponsorship forms available at our March
membership meeting. If you cannot
attend, we can email or mail you
forms. We need definite commitments from our
members to do more than show up at our show.
This is not a club opinion, just thoughts
from a 35 year member and former car show
chairman.
Bob

Info supplied by Steve Schneider

(AAA) Director of Automotive Engineering and Industry Relations Greg Brannon tells us why the cost of owning an
electric vehicle is higher than a combustion engine. “You know if we look at the cost, it’s
about .60 cents a mile to own and operate an
electric vehicle versus let’s say a medium sedan which would be like your Honda Accords, Chevrolet Malibu that kind of thing,
um, with .58 cents a mile. What’s driving
that, and it goes back to that nasty word that
starts with a D, it’s depreciation is driving that. And, unfortunately, depreciation in electric vehicles is
bad. And That’s because the people that are considering an EV, not many are considering a used
EV because the tech is changing so quickly.”
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Years ago, when we added classes for the Fox bodied Mustangs, we also added the 1979-86 Mercury Capri to that class as it
is a cousin of the Mustang. To be honest, I don’t think that we ever had one at our shows. Besides the different front end, it’s
more noticeable feature was the bubble glass on the rear hatch. These are surly rare cars and most likely didn’t sell that well
as the model was dropped after the 1986 production year. It was a really nice alternative to the Mustang.

F

or the 1979 model year, a second generation of the Capri was introduced. As part of
several changes over its predecessor, the
Capri was officially part of the Mercury model
line as Lincoln-Mercury ended captive imports of
the Ford Capri in favor of creating a Mercury

counterpart of the 1979 Ford Mustang. Sharing
the Fox platform with the Mustang, the 1979
Mercury Capri marked the first Mercury "pony
car" since the 1970 Mercury Cougar.

hatchback, distinguished with a large compoundcurve "bubble-back" rear window. For 1984, the
front fascia of the Capri RS was fitted with a front
air dam, with the same exterior continuing
through 1986.
Along with the base-trim Capri, Mercury
offered the Capri Ghia (shared with the Mustang), Capri GS, Capri RS, and Capri Turbo
RS. The Capri RS/Turbo RS was the Capri
equivalent of a Mustang GT. During its production, the second-generation Capri maintained
powertrain commonality with the Ford Mustang,
with inline-four, inline-6, V6, and V8 engines offered during its production; the only Mustang
model with no Capri equivalent was the Mustang
SVO.
The second-generation Capri was produced through the 1986 model year. For 1987,
while the Mustang underwent a mid-cycle update
(lasting to 1993), Mercury withdrew the Capri,
focusing on the Cougar XR7 as its two-door performance vehicle; the next Mercury hatchback
sports coupe was the 1999 Cougar.

While visually similar to the Mustang, the
second-generation Capri was offered solely in
the three-door hatchback configuration. The Capri was styled with its own front fascia, a vertically-mounted grille, and dark-tinted tail lamps
with horizontally-ribbed lenses. In place of the
widely flared wheel openings of the Mustang, the
Capri was styled with slightly flared wheel openings and widened front and rear fenders. For
1983, the Capri received a redesign of the rear

(Editors note: From 1984 through 1986, American Sunroof Company (now known as American
Specialty Cars, or ASC McLaren) converted
hatchbacks to convertibles and coupes. A total
of 290 coupes were produced during that time
and 557 convertibles.
Dorothy Ketchem, wife of our club’s founder, Neal Ketchum, owned one like the one pictured above. I talked to her several years ago
and at that time, she still owned it).

Our 35th annual show will be held on the shaded, rolling hills of J. S. McDonnell Park, located at Link
and Adie, St. Louis County Missouri which provides plenty of space for social distancing. The show
is participant judged and all entries must park in their class area. Sorry, no open headers allowed.
Car Show: Open to all factory Ford powered vehicles, originally Ford powered, currently Ford powered
with a Ford body or replica. The show will feature separate parking and “Best of Show” trophies for the
all Ford show, the Fairlane Mini-Meet and the later model Muscle Mustang classes. There are 42
classes (subject to change). The show will be held Sunday, August 7th. Registration is from 8:30 am
until Noon. Voting is from noon until 2 pm. Trophies will be presented at 4 pm or as soon as ballots are
counted.
PLEASE NOTE: CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Registration: $20 per vehicle, no pre-registration. Swap Space: $10
Dash Plaques: Available for the first 180 show vehicles.
Grand Attendance Prize: $100 cash. Must be present to win.
50-50 Drawing: Must be present to win.
Club Participation: $50 to club with the most vehicles. Must be listed
on registration form.
Flyer subject to change
50” TV to be raffled off at the show.

POPULAR VOTE BY PARTICIPANTS-FORDS UNLIMITED MEMBERS DO NOT VOTE

FEATURING

FEATURING

THE FAIRLANE CLUB OF AMERICA MID-WEST MINI-MEET
OPEN TO ALL 1962-76 FAIRLANES,TORINOS,
METEORS, COMETS & MID-SIZE MERCURY'S.

MUSCLE MUSTANGS
FEATURING CLASSES FOR 1974-2022
MUSTANGS AND AMERICAN CAPRI’S.
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he story behind Ford's mid-engine Mach 2
sports car project might not be as fully documented
and
fleshed out as, say, the
story of the Mustang or
any other enthusiast car
that actually made it to
production, but it's less
shrouded in mystery than
many people would suspect. We know who was
involved in it, we know
much of the car's timeline,
and we know for what
purposes Ford intended
to build the car. It's a rather complete story up until
the very end when the one remaining prototype vanished without a trace.
"Nothing," said Jim Kreuz, who writes about
Shelby and (in this case) Shelby-adjacent vehicles
and who is searching for the missing prototype Mach
2. "I quizzed Howard Pardee, who located all the
Shelby paperwork in the Ford files in Detroit in
1970's, and his words of advice were, 'good luck.'"
Still, Kreuz believes it may still be out there.
The Mach 2, as Charlie Henry wrote for Ford Performance, was not necessarily intended to be a midengine Mustang, more an in-house Shelby Cobra
positioned to compete head-on with the Chevrolet
Corvette, both in showrooms (retailing for no more
than $7,500, with a well-equipped small-block Corvette going for about $5,500 at the time) and on the
track (designed with SCCA A-Production and FIA
Group III GT specifications in mind). The program
kicked off in the spring of 1966 with Roy Lunn at the
helm and with an eye toward involving Shelby American in the production process somehow. Ford
plucked a 1966 Mustang convertible off the assembly

line and shipped it to Kar Kraft to have it converted to
mid-engine layout for initial feasibility studies.
Two more followed, one red and one
white, both full fiberglassbodied prototypes that
Kar Kraft built on 1967
Mustang chassis. According to Henry, Ford
designated the white one
for further development
for racing but finished the
red one as a street-trim
car and sent it out to the
media for road tests. By
the fall of 1967, however, Ford's designers had
shifted their focus to what has since been dubbed the
Mach 2A, leaving all three of the Mach 2 prototypes
with Kar Kraft for disposal.
The red Mach 2, one of its successors, and
even the mid-engine Mustang prototype appear in a
1969 video taken at Kar Kraft, but that's about the
last anybody can prove seeing it.
Back to Jim Kreuz. He said he and his contacts have
brought up the red Mach 2 to as many former Ford
employees as possible, but have yet to turn up any
further evidence. Ford spokespeople were equally
unable to produce any clues as to the car's whereabouts.
"(It) probably was given an experimental VIN,
known as an X number, like the 1963 Mustang II, so
we can't locate the car like Jason Billups did with the
1967 Shelby Mustang experimental coupe known as
Little Red, where just a few years ago he tracked
down this huge find that everyone assumed was
crushed by tracing the VIN," Kreuz wrote. "It's probably parked in a one car garage, covered in boxes,
just down the street from somebody's house."

M

please contact Mike. We only need one person
sending out this information.
PLEASE, do not post our
show information on
any site. As it is
now our show is
posted on a site
with incorrect information. We just can
let that happen.

ike Lechwar has stepped up again as
our show communication chair for this
year. He has the job of getting the information out for our August car show and he has a
list of publications and car clubs that he sends
this information to. Mike has spent a lot of time
setting us this list. If you have any suggestions,

A FREE SERVICE FOR ALL FOR FORD ENTHUSIASTS.
EMAIL to fordsunlimited@gmail.com
PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD FOR ERRORS. SOME ITEMS ARE TAKEN FROM OTHER CLUB NEWSLETTERS.
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JJ’s of St. Charles cruises. 4/9, 5/14, 6/11, 7/9, 813. 9/10, and
10/8. Located at 1215 S. Duchesne, St. Charles, 63301.
For Sale. 1988 Mustang LX, 5.0, five speed convertible that I
ordered and purchased new. It has 94,XXX miles and has
never been in an accident. No rust. It has a brand new top with
the original glass window. I have all of the original paperwork,
window sticker and all of the maintenance records. Clyde Johnson (636) 244-0316 or geepa4two@gmail.com
For Sale. 1993 Ford Tempo
GL 2 door sedan, one owner
vehicle. This car is a rare find,
always garaged and never
driven in inclement
weather. It has slightly under 18,000 actual miles and
was regularly serviced. The
car is in Lafayette, Indiana. Owners manual and actual window
sticker included with the car. Asking $3,600 but will consider
reasonable offers. email Tom at ejsteiner75@gmail.com
For Sale. 2013 Boss 302.
One of only 4000 made for
2012 and 2013. It is a 440 HP
5.0 liter V-8 with a 6 speed
manual transmission with only
45,095 miles and asking price
is $39,950. This car was
owned by a Fords Unlimited
car club member who took it to a lot of shows and always
brought home trophies. Call Kevin Hall at 314-276-8255.

For Sale. Raxiom Dual Halo Projection Headlights. Fits '99-'04
V6 & GT Mustangs. Like new. $125 636-352-9188 Jim Goodrich.
For Sale. 1966 OEM Mustang hubcaps with center
cap in great condition. $100 or best offer. Contact
Marie at 314-892-2153.
For Sale. 1966 Mustang 5 blade fan $40

1994 Ford & Mustang complete shop manual
set $60. Steve Dennis 314-703-3179 or
stevedstang6995@yahoo.com
For Sale. 351 W longblock, new set of std pistons, and
ring set..$250.Pair of GT40P heads, bare…$100
Contact Gary 636-575-3376

FUCC Club Cruises for Points
Cruises are held from 4 pm until 7 pm. Bring chairs.
May 15th. JJ’s of St. Charles. Park in bank lot.
June 12th. Weber's Front Row.
July 24th. Bandana’s BBQ. Park in back.
August 21st. Maggie O’Briens.
September 18th. JJ’s of O’Fallon

Car Cruises
Caffeine and Chrome. Held at Gateway Classic Cars located at
1237 Central Park Drive in O’Fallon, Illinois. Held 3/26, 4/30, 5/28,
6/25, 7/30, 8/27, 9/24, 0/29 (trunk or treat), 12/3.

Car Shows and Swap Meets
March 12th. Tour of Ally Wheel Specialist in O’Fallon, Missouri.
We will follow with a lunch. Details to follow. Club event.
April 17th. The St. Louis Street Rod Association will host the
Easter Show at the Family Arena in St. Charles.
April 23rd. Our club will be touring the St. Louis Car Museum
and Sales. We will meet at Visitation Academy off Ballas Rd and
Hwy 40 at 10:45 am and leave promptly at 11:00 am for the St.
Louis Car Museum. Club event.
May 5th-8th. Magic Dragon Street Meet. Held at the Bagnell
Dam Strip. Info and registration 573-964-1008.
May 7th. Valley of Flowers car show. we will meet at Crest Bowl
located at Florissant Road and St. Francis at 8 am. There’s a
great donut shop just south of that location if you are hungry,
come early. Club event.
May 7th. Loafers car show. Hannibal, Missouri.
May 22nd. Guide Dog Show Meet at strip mall @ Lindberg and
Utz @ 8:15am-leaving at 8:30 am. Club event.
June 3rd-5th. Pharaohs Nationals car show, Springfield, Missouri.
June 12th. Mid America Mustangers Ford show held at Crossley
Ford located at 8050 No. Church Road, Kansas City, MO.
June 26th. Dallas Emily Charity car show presented by The Give
Pack to be held in Columbia, Illinois. Meet at Des Peres Hospital
Parking Lot at 8:15 am. Club event.
July 16th. SIMA all Ford show held at Roberts Ford located at
4350 North Alby Street, Alton, Illinois.
August 7th. Fords Unlimited’s 35th annual all Ford car show to
be held at McDonnell Park. This is a date change. More information when available. Club event.
August 12th-14th. Route 66 car show & festival. Springfield Illinois.
August 13th. I-70 Show Down car show, Columbia, Missouri.
August 14th. Festival of Wheels, Navoo, Illinois.
September 5th. Cobblestone Nationals held at Fast Lane Classic
Cars located at 427 Little Hills Blvd. in St. Charles.
August 21st. Maeystown car show, Maeystown, Illinois.
September 10th. Kicks on Route 66 to be held in Edwardsville,
Illinois. Info jkennedy.design@gmail.com
September 11th. Wheels in Motion Charity Event held at Westport Plaza. Details to follow. Club event.
September 17th. Children's Charity car show. Herren, Illinois.
September 24th-25th. Annual Fly In & Car Show held at the St.
Louis Regional Airport. 8 Terminal Drive, East Alton, Illinois.
October 1st. Immaculate Conception Church car show held in
Columbia Illinois. Meet at Des Peres Hospital Parking Lot at 8:15
am. Club event.

Our monthly membership meetings
are held at the JJ’s of St. Charles,
located at 1215 S. Duchesne, St.
Charles, Missouri. Their phone
number is 636-946-3500.
Meetings start at 7 pm. Please call JJ’s to
check on weather related meeting cancelations. Come early if you plan to eat.

Major Sponsor of the Fords Unlimited Car Show
8/22

The Akers Agency est. 2011
636636-487487-0525
8/22

MAJOR SPONSOR OF THE FORDS UNLIMITED CAR SHOW

