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n January 14th, our annual Awards 
Banquet was held. This gala event, 
held at the Dorsett Syberg’s was the 

final event celebrating our club’s 35th anni-
versary. Always a successful evening, we 
had 84 members and family in attendance. 
 The evening started with Dan Kelly 
honoring Donna Layton who passed away 
in December. She was such a big part of 
our club’s success. There were two raffles 
to raise funds for the St. Vincent’s DePaul 
society that she had work with as vice-
president. A plaque was made in honor of 
Donna. 
 Several members had business to 
take care of. John Walling discussed the 
status of our show, Jerry Grimmer gave an 
overall statement of the quality of our club, 
and Dennis McBee went over our upcom-
ing club events. Kevin Hall of Bommarito 
was thanked for the car show sponsorship. 
Kevin brought Mikala McGhee, Miss Mis-
souri USA and also announced that Bom-
marito will again be sponsoring our show. 
Member, Kerry Childers was introduced as 
the representative for long time sponsor, 
Dave Sinclair Ford. Kerry was also 
thanked for the personal work that she had 
done for Toys for Tots and the holiday 
food drive. Great job Kerry.  
 Our longtime MC, Syl Biermann 
continued by introducing some of our un-

Several of our members had work to do: A. Syl Bier-
mann as our MC. B. Dan Kelly as our president. C. 
John Walling with car show information. D. Jerry 
Grimmer with an club update. E. Dennis McBee with 
his activities report. F. And Bill Bauer with his out-
standing trivia. 
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sung members who do so 
much. Barb and Bill Giese 
were thanked for their work on 
mailing out the newsletters. 
Scott and Lynette Lewis were 
thanked for providing our web-
site and emailing our newslet-
ters. Our apparel chairs, Judy 
Kelly and Nancy Grimmer 
were thanked for their work. 
Also our liaisons to our major 
sponsors were introduced, 
Ron Schodroski for Sinclair 
Ford and Dan Kelly for Bom-
marito and Ed Akers Insur-
ance. 
 Syl Biermann reminded 
us on what we had accom-
plished with the year in review. 
It was nice to get back to nor-
mal. Then it was time to award 
our Points winners. The Points 
competition was started many 
years ago to encourage our 
members to be active and re-
ward those who were. Also 
awarded was the “spark plug” 
award along with the atten-
dance prizes, vouchers for 
Cardinal baseball tickets, the 
50-50 prizes, and the grand 
attendance prize of $50. 
Thanks to Bill Bauer, we also 
had a trivia contest.  
 What a great way to 
start our new year. Thanks for 
all of those who worked so 
hard to make the evening a 

success. 

 

Members busy at the entrance were Paula Goodrich, Dennis McBee, 
Jerry Grimmer and John Walling 

The banquet was outstanding as usual and even pleased Chicken Man 

The night wouldn’t be complete without a Syberg’s cake 

Continued on page 3 
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The outgoing BOD was introduce and thanked for 
their work. From left: Bob Layton, Jerry Grimmer, 

Dan Kelly, Paula Goodrich, and John Walling 

The new BOD includes Jerry Grimmer, Dan Kelly, 
Paula Goodrich, John Walling, and new member, 

Kenny Simms 

Our connection to the Bommarito Automotive group has 
been Kevin Hall on the left, shown with Mikala McGhee, 

Miss Missouri USA and Dan Kelly 

Our Sinclair 
connection is 

Kerry Childers 

Our apparel chairs from left 
include Nancy Grimmer 

and Judy Kelly  

From left: Barb and Bill Giese were thanked for their work on the newsletter mailings. Scott and Lyn-
ette were thank for their website and emailing our newsletters and the winner of  the “Spark Plug” 

award was Kenny Simms presented by Dan Kelly. 

Liaisons to our major sponsors include from left, 
Ron Schodroski and Dan Kelly 

A plaque, crafted by Kevin Berges, was presented 
to Bob Layton in honor of Donna Layton 

Continued on page 4 
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From left: Our first place Points winner and recipient of the Neal Ketchum Memorial Award was Dennis 
McBee who finished with 575 points. Coming is second was a tie between Rich Garavaglia and Terry Koch 
(not present) with a total of 355 points. Our third place winner was Bill Bufka who finished with 330 points 

The winner of the bench grinder was Jim Bayer (left). The winner of the grand attendance prizes was Scott 
Carl (center). The winners of the 50-50 were: first, Dave Baugh ($136), second Ted Peterson ($66) , and 

third Greg Grimmer ($36) 

Coming in fourth was Donna Layton (tie) accepted 
by Bob  and Debbie McBee (right) earning 305 points 

with Dave Baugh coming in third with 275 points 

From left, the winners were: 6th Syl Biermann. 9th 
Jack Greiwe. 8th Gwen Simms. Not present were 

Steve Hendricks 10th, and Mike Lechwar 7th. 
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eing a “car guy” it has been my privilege to 
have experienced quite a few rides over 
these many years. I find it interesting to re-

flect on just how far the automotive industry has 
moved forward over the decades. To do so I will 
list most of just the Ford products ( I did have 
some very nice GM machines as well) with a lit-
tle commentary on each. Perhaps you may want 
to think about your personal car histories as we 
journey through this. I hope this may bring back 
some memories, but there is a reason to put this 
out there. Bonus , if one does not wish to wade 
through all the car history just proceed to the last 
two paragraphs  were all the good stuff is.  

1959 Country 
Sedan Station 
Wagon : A “ 
gift” from  
dad , this was 
my first. This 

boat featured a leather padded dash, electric 
wipers, power steering, and the 3 sp.  “ Cruise O 
Matic” auto, quite up there for the day.  Power 
was a 225 HP. 332 CI. (FE Block) 2V.  As men-
tioned in a previous article I actually ran this lead 
sled at the old Alton Dragway. 

1962 Mercury Meteor Sedan : A nice little 
family car that featured a 3 sp. column shifted 

manual trans 
with a (get 
this) cable 
a c t i v a t e d 
electric over-
drive. Power 

was a 145 HP. 221 CI. small block . Decent on 
fuel but overall a real dog. The ’59 Wagon would 
have easily dusted it. 

1966 Comet Cyclone GT: This was a nice 
machine. Mercury’s  offering of the mid sized 

Fairlane, it 
was stylish 
and nicely ap-
pointed. ( see 
John Wall-
ing’s ’66 

GTA) Power was (conservatively rated ) 335 HP. 
390 CI. running through the bullet proof 3 sp. C-
6 auto.  With a few mods this thing did haul. This 
was Ford’s  answer to Chevy ‘s SS- 396’s ,  Ply-
mouth Road Runners etc. 

1969 Galaxie XL : This was a stylish fully 
a p p o i n t e d 
and practical 
family ma-
chine. (see 
Jack Greiwe’s 
’69 XL). The 
first with good factory AC.  Power was a 275 HP. 
390 CI. 2V with C-6 3 sp. auto. It would take the 
family , their gear, and tow a big pop up camper 
through the Colorado mountains without com-
plaint. 

1976 Pinto Wagon:  Ordered this car with 
bright brown metallic paint, styled wheels, and. 
styled plaid 
i n t e r i o r .  
Sharp for a 
Pinto. Power 
was 92 HP. 
2.3 L (140CI.) 
run through a 
4 sp. manual. Decent fuel economy but barely 
adequate power, especially with AC on. 

1982 LTD Wagon:  A spacious and fully 
equipped family ride. Power was a 132 net HP. 
302 CI. 2V 
r u n n i n g 
through 4 sp. 
auto. That 
small block 
had to work 
hard to move that big heavy thing along.  Mar-
ginally able to tow the camper that the ’69 XL 
easily handled. 

1986 Crown Victoria Wagon: Essentially 
the same 
body as the 
’82 Wagon 
but very much 
updated and 

By Jerry Grimmer 



Page 6 February 2023 

Thunderbird turbine wheels. Power was 150 net 
HP. 302 small block , but with the new multiport 
Fuel injection system. Vastly improved perform-
ance. 

1992 Thunderbird:  A slick grey coupe, 
this machine 
had the 210 
HP. 4.6 L 
( 287 CI.) 
modular V8 

running through a 5 sp. auto. Although not a per-
formance car it had fully independent suspen-
sion and was a quick and good handling ma-
chine. 

1997 -2006-
2010  Explor-
ers:  All 4 wd 
and powered 
by 204-210 
HP.  4.0 L 
( 2 4 4 C I . ) 
V6’s.through 
4 and 5 sp. 

autos.  All around good comfortable rides with 
continuing improvements and moderate off road 

capabilities. 
2009 Mer-
cury Sable:  
A top of the 
line decked 
o u t 
“Premier”, a 

very refined ride. Power was 263 HP. 3.5L ( 217 
CI.) 24 valve V6 running through a 6 sp. auto. 
Note this machine now soldering on as grand-

d a u g h t e r ’ s  
college car. 
2014 Ex-
plorer: This a 
2wd  290 
HP. 3.5 L V6 
r u n n i n g 
through 6 sp. 

auto.  A nice capable 3 row SUV with good 
power and decent fuel economy.  

2016 Mustang Convertible:  The second 
year production of the S550 chassis that fea-
tured fully independent suspension. Power is 

310 HP. 2.3L 
(138 CI.) tur-
bocharged 16 
Valve inline 4 
cyl.  running 
through rear 
drive 6sp. auto. Testing shows this car capable 
of quarter mile times in the 14 second range and 
yet delivering 32 MPG at highway cruise. 

2020 Lincoln Corsair:  Small but nicely 
a p p o i n t e d 
SUV.  Power 
is 250 HP.  
2.0L (122CI.)  
turbocharged  
16 valve 4 
cyl. running 
through 8 sp. auto w/ all wheel drive.  Crisp per-
formance and capable of 32 MPG + at highway 
cruise. 

Now with all of that information let’s make 
some comparisons. Look at the ’66 Cyclone and 
the ‘69 XL. Lots of brute power but it took 390 
CI. to do it. Drop down to a much smaller engine 
even in a small car, the ’76 Pinto and still dismal 
performance.  A 302 CI. in the ’82 wagon barely 
adequate, but in the ’86 wagon the same engine 
in basically the same car but with the addition of 
electronic fuel injection, a huge performance 
gain. No doubt the introduction of computer en-
gine controls was the pivotal event. The ’97- 
2010 Explorers were big substantial vehicles but 
only required 244 CI. engines to get them down 
the road nicely. The 2014 Explorer put out even 
more power with only 217 CI. And finally the ’16 
Mustang and ’20 Lincoln are putting out the 
same power as the old 390 ‘s but on  138 and 
122 CI. Have you guys running the 5.0 Coyotes 
realized that you have more HP. than the 
vaunted ‘68-’70 428 Cobra Jets?  

Consider not only the power train ad-
vancements but the interior and driving accesso-
ries that make today’s rides so nice. The state of 
the art is a highly refined and engineered inte-
grated chassis, interior, and power train all con-
trolled and managed by multiple on board com-
puter systems. Thinking back, many of us drove 
through this evolution car by car. 
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 My beautiful wife of 56 years, Donna,  
passed away after a brief battle with cancer on 
December 21st. 2022. Up to a month before, 
things were fine. What started with stomach pain 
that sent her to the emergency 
room. After draining fluid from 
her extended stomach, they 
tested the fluid and immediately 
diagnosed the problem to be 
stage 4 pancreatic cancer. They 
admitted her and after two days, 
she was sent home only to be 
readmitted two days later. After 
running many tests they deter-
mined that the cancer had 
spread to the stomach, liver and 
lungs. The doctors said that it 
probably had spread even more 
but there was no reason to 
search for more. She had to 
make the difficult decision to not 
be resuscitated . Those who 
knew her well know what a 
fighter that she was. In 1991, she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. She was given no more than 
five years left in her life. But she fought the battle 
and won that war as she lived 31 more years.  
 She was eventually sent home under 
Hospice care. After arriving home, we were told 
that she only had hours to a day left. She went 
32 hours, which didn’t surprise anyone who 
knew her. 
 While she was still coherent, she gave our 
daughter Angie a name from each group that 
she was part of to let them spread the word. One 
of the best compliments for her came when my 
daughter said “Dad, I think that everyone that I 
called thinks that they are mom’s best friend”. 
That is how she made people feel. 
 She was a 24 year member of the Fords 
Unlimited Car Club, although active as a non 
member earlier. Our president, Dan Kelly de-
scribed her as the “matriarch” of our car club. 
She was so active in so many other groups. Al-
though not a member of the St. Peters Lions 

Club, she was always busy with so many of the 
events and fund raisers. She was active in her 
Alumni group and lunched monthly with her old 
school friends and also with her old work group. 

She belonged to her Bunco 
group for 50 years. 
 I think that she was most 
proud of her work at All Saints 
Church. There, she was a Eu-
charistic  minister, a funeral 
usher, worked at the funeral 
luncheons, was very active in the 
women’s ATCS retreats and was 
most proud to be vice president 
of the All Saints St. Vincent 
DePaul Society.  
 Donna grew up in Berke-
ley and attended schools there. 
We were married on October 
1st, 1966 when I got out of basic 
training. We lived in the town of 
Leavenworth Kansas as I was 
stationed at the fort there. Our 

daughter Angie (Troy) was born in 1969 and our 
son Chad (Shannon) was born in 1971. We had 
moved to St. Peters in 1971. Donna worked as a 
medical assistant for many years. God blessed 
us with four wonderful grandchildren, Zack 
(Kati), Allie (Cody), Kyle, and Jocy. We were 
then blessed with our great grandson, Oliver. 
 But the thing that was most important to 
her was family. She was an amazing wife, a spe-
cial mother, and a loving grandmother and ever 
spoiling great-grandmother, sister-in-law, aunt  
and a friend to so many. Family was everything 
to her. 
 The staff at St. Joseph’s hospital in St. 
Charles and the people from Hospice were so 
kind to her. They did their best to ease her pain. 
They were the best. 
 The support for Donna has been over-
whelming. So many cards and letters, masses, 
enough flowers to fill two tables in her hospital 
room. There are not enough words to express 
the gratitude of her family. Thank you. 

In Memory of  Donna (DJ) Layton 
10/16/1948-12/21/2022 
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wen and Kenny 
Simms brought this 
old MAR flyer to the 

Awards Banquet. If you 
will notice on the bottom 
right, it says “Featuring 
the Show Me Mopars 
verses Fords Unlimited. 
If I remember correctly, 
we never lost a race. Kid-
ding of course. Our club 
actually had the “Fords 
Unlimited Drag Team” 
back then. 
 M i d  A m e r i c a 
Raceways was a 1200' 
dragstrip located near 
Wentzville, Missouri. The 
facility also featured a 
2.89 mile course which 
passed out of service 
quite some time before 
the dragstrip shut down. 
My wife and I had our 
second date there watch-
ing the sports car races. 
The road course was 
highly regarded, with 
v a r y i n g  e l e v a t i o n 
changes, a very long 
straight, and ten corners, 
7 right and 3 left turns. 
There were 11 flag sta-
tions, #11 being on the 
straight after the drive-
over bridge near the end 
of the dragstrip. The 
dragstrip also had its run-
off area downhill, so 
there was a strong need 
for good brakes.  
 Those were defi-
nitely the “Good Ole 
Days.’ Thanks Gwen and 
Kenny. 
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Frank Bommarito. Born November 17, 1934, in St. Louis, MO Frank attended St. Mary’s 

High School and Washington University. Starting his automotive career at McMahon Pontiac, 

he would undercoat cars and worked as a car porter and car jockey. He served two years of 

active duty in the US Navy, at the same time receiving a Golden Glove award for boxing. 

Upon his return from the Navy, he continued his career at McMahon Pontiac in 1954, eventu-

ally working his way up to sales and then management at Vincel Pontiac. Ultimately, his 

dream of being a new car dealer became reality in 1971 as an Oldsmobile dealer in Ellisville, 

MO. Today, the Bommarito Automotive Group, led by his son John and his over 1000 hard-

working team members, continues to instill Frank’s incredible legacy both in their work and 

throughout the entire St. Louis community. Serving as Missouri’s # 1 Auto Dealer, The Bom-

marito Automotive Group proudly stands at #14 of Missouri’s privately held companies and 

ranks in the top 50 auto dealers in the country. Our condolences go out to the Bommarito fam-

ily.    

 

t our banquet, two raffles raised funds in the 
memory of Donna Layton. Shown from left 
presenting the check are Jerry Grimmer, Dan 

Kelly, Paula Goodrich, Kathy Stone from SVDP, 
John Walling, Kenny Simms and Gwen Simms. 
Seated is Jim Goodrich. We donated $220. A 
tree with a plaque will also be planted at Mac-
Donnell park in her honor. 

n  February 18th, our club will 
tour Fast Lane Classic Cars. 
We will meet there at 11:30 

am. They are located at 427 Little 
Hills Industrial Boulevard,  St Charles, MO 
63301. Their phone number is 636-940-9969. 
 After the tour, we will be heading to his-
toric St. Charles for lunch. We will dine at 
Hendricks BBQ located at 1200 South Main 
Street. Their phone number is 636-724-8600. 
We will arrive there at 1 pm. There is parking at 
the rear of the building but for those who cannot 
use stairs, there is a elevator at the rear of the 
building and there is also limited parking in front 
of the building. 

lthough we take the banquet for granted, it an 
expensive event. Our ever efficient treasurer, 
Paula Goodrich did her masterful job of tabu-

lating the event’s costs. Although we only 
charged $12 per member, the cost for the club, 
including the points awards and all of the atten-
dance prizes appetizers on so on was close to 
$44 per person. This our way to give back to our 
members. 



February 18th. We will tour Fastlane Classic Cars in St. Charles. 
We will meet at their location at 11:30am. We will then head to 
Hendricks BBQ for lunch. Hendricks is located at 1200 S. Main 
Street in St. Charles. Hendricks phone number is 636-724-8600. 
Points event. 
March 12th. Fords Unlimited members will a scenic cruise to the 
St. John Gildehaus Church in Villa Ridge Missouri for and an all 
you can eat chicken dinner. The cost is $17.00 per person. We 
will meet at the McDonalds parking lot on Clarkson Road, south 
of Hwy. 40 at 1:15pm and will be leaving at 1:30 pm sharp. 
Points event. 
April 17th. We will celebrate the birthday of the Mustang with a 
cruise in and display. Time and location TBD. You don’t have to 
have a Mustang to come. This is not a points events. 
April 22nd. We will tour the Grissom Space Museum located at 
118 East School Street in Bonne Terre, Missouri. Time and loca-
tion TBD. Please bring you classic or newer Mustangs as we 
have been asked to display our cars. Lunch to follow at the 
Homestead Restaurant at 1pm. Homestead is located at 1024 
Hwy. K. Phone 573-358-7277. Lunch is planned for 1pm. Points 
event. 
August 12th. 8th annual Dynamic Duo  car show to be held at 
Glazebrook, 1401 Stamper Lane, Godfrey Illinois, 62035. We will 
meet at the PitStop located at Hwys 367 and 94 at 8:45am. Club 
event.  

 

Shelby Racing Shoes - Men's size 9 1/2.  Never worn, look like 
tennis shoes.  $80 new, selling for $20.  Jim 636-625-1064. 

Our monthly member-
ship meetings are held 
at JJ’s of St. Charles, 
located at 1215 S. 
Duchesne, St. Charles, 
Missouri, weather per-
mitting. Meetings are held each month except 
January. Their phone number is 636-946-3500. 
 Meetings start at 7pm but come early if 
you plan to eat. 

A FREE SERVICE FOR ALL FOR FORD ENTHUSIASTS.  
EMAIL to fordsunlimited@gmail.com  

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD FOR ERRORS. SOME ITEMS ARE TAKEN FROM OTHER CLUB NEWSLETTERS. 

February 
2023 

ooking ahead, an event that 
is near and dear to our 
events chairman, Dennis McBee 

aka “Chicken Man” is the annual 
fried chicken dinner held at the St. 
John’s Gildehaus Church located at  5567 
Gildehaus Rd, Villa Ridge, MO 63089. The 
event will be held on March 12th. We will gather 
at the McDonald off Clarkson Road (1701 
Clarkson Road) at 1:15 pm. We make a scenic 
cruise out of this so the trip will take about an 
hour, not counting U-turns, and of course Den-
nis never makes a U-turn. The dinner cost is 
$17 with no tip so the cost is in line with most 
restaurants. This is a club event for points. 11/23 

 

 
Broker-Salesperson 

gwendolynsimms@yahoo.com 
Office: 314-956-4201 

Gwen Simms 
314-225-6448 

L A W S O N 
 REALTY GROUP 
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Major Sponsor of the Fords Unlimited Car Show  

MAJOR SPONSOR OF THE FORDS UNLIMITED CAR SHOW 

 

 

 
February 8th 

Membership Meeting 
at JJ’s in St. Charles-7pm. 

Come early if you plan to eat. 
Points event. 

February 18th 
Tour of Fastlane Classic Cars 

With lunch to follow at Hendrick’s  
BBQ. We will meet at Fast Lane at 11:30 am. 

Points event. 
March 8th 

Membership Meeting 
at JJ’s in St. Charles-7pm. 

Come early if you plan to eat. 
Points event. 
March 12th 

St. John’s fried chicken dinner. 
Meet at the McDonalds at 1701 Clarkson Road., 

just south of Hwy. 40. 
We will meet at 1:15pm. 

Points event. 



 

 


